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In a 1life crammed with thrills and excitement, one memorable dats
looms impressively before me, April 5th, 1917 stands out -- probably
because 1t was the day I was born,

The next 17 years were wasted before I managed to sell mv first
story to a pro magazine.

Since that time the thrills and excitement began -- I allude, of
course, to the reactions I've gotten from reading fan magazines, Ever
Since making my first sale, people have been sending me these fascinat-
ing hunks of literature.

It has been marvelous fo watch the progress made in the last 18
years, I started by reading such archaic publications as FANTASY and
THE FANTASY FAN -- magazines which would mean nothing to present day
fandom, - as théy were printed in Englash, contained few typographical
errors and no misspellings at all, Besides, they quaintly devoted their
pages to consideration of fantasy and science-fiction writing.

Since then has come progress; Ackerman and his puns, Laney and his
feuds, then the introduction of "Foo" and "Ghu" and finally the titanic
triumphs of Hoffmanism, Keaslerania, Vickdom, and Willisetics,

I can scarcely imagine what will hapnen next...where fandom an:
fan publishing can possibly go from here. But I expect; if I manare to
xeep selling for another 50 years or so, to continue to get fanmags and
subscribe eventually to my pet project --- The next big fund-raising
campaign, to SEND WALT WILLIS TO THE MOON.

+».Tobert bloch



The LASFS zine, SHANGRI-LA, supplies enough of the vital details abont
this fellow (including the picture above.)

"Forrest J (no period) Ackerman became a fan on November 24, 1916, here
in LA, at the age of 0, His first splash in the stef world was in 1929
In San Francisco; he won a newspaper-sponsored kids' story contest with
of course, a first-rocket-to-Mars story...He was also asgsociate editor
of Time Traveller, the first fanzine, Listed over his name in the TT
first l1ssue are those of Mort Weisinger and Julius Schwartz, who went
on to the prozine business in New York."

The article (Drawn & Quartered, Shaggy's fanfile) goes on to tell about
Forry's Elre-fIight to meet Walt Willis, last year, (Incidentally, it
seems that Forry is the one who piloneered in the field of Big=Ponding.
He started the original Big Pond Drive back several years ago to bring
Ted Carnell across from England.)

St1ll on personal matfers, Forry 1s married to a wonderful 1little lady
known as Wendy who . must be very patient and who must offjen wonder whe-
ther she married a man or a library. (You've probably heapd of Forry!s
two garages full of mags and books...? When he moved 1t took the en-
tire LASFS to get his collection "plus or minus several hundred" to the
new location,

Twenty of those books, in mint condition, were put up for raffle, at a
dollar a chance. By now you've probably read the list in cf, several
times. Impressive. And it helped impress the fact on fans that they
weren't only getting Walt Willis for their money, but a chance at ev-
én more materialistic gains,

S0 that's Ackerman -- BNF, agent, writer -- and genius, most likely.
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I first began to gather engrams back in 1914 . . .something better
than 38 years ago, by a few months, and I have a fine crop for anyone
who wants any. All I've done since the beginning, disgustingly, is to
grow. My home stomping ground is the Pacific Coast, vicinity Portland,
Oregon, where vain attempts were made to educate me in the local know-
ledge shops and Reed College. Not much of what was to be taught, for-
tunately, was made to stick. I spent the war with the Fleet Marine
Force, and was with the Sixth Marine Division when we made such a mess
of Okinawa. I spent too many years writing radio continuity, and con-
tinue to spend too many years writing catalog and advertising copy for
the Western Auto Supply Company. (Bloody huckster, that’s me).

In fannish activities, I published Nekromantikon (The) for five
issues, as one or two people know. Had the pleasure a week or so ago
of observing a story written by a contributor of Nekro (F. Anton Reeds)
in Cosmopolitan Magazine. A case of “from the ridiculous to the
sublime”.

I am married and have two small daughters, Nikki Lea and Zoe
Michele, 9 and 6 respectively. I lived in a many-gabled, ancient house

affectionately known as Garbage Gables (when I'm in a good mood about
the place.)
Biologically I am male - or else I have fooled one hell of a lot

of people. Five feet nine, 150 pounds. Disposition, nervous and irrit-
ating (yes, irritable, too).

Well, what else? ... Are you still with me? . .. guess that’s
the enuf to turn the stomach of any red-blooded strong man.



How do you say nlce things about a guy without embarrassing him%

Take this Henry Burwell fellow. I'm writing this about him NOT becanse
he's modest, but rather because he doesn't know anything about this,
It's intended as a surprise to him, and I'm now faced with the problen
of keeping it a surprise; but pleasant.

‘Henry, of course, 1s modest., Ke'd be one of the lasgt to tell you that
he has done so much for the Willis Campaign, ~~Tho actually, therec are
plenty of pesople he wouldnit have to tell == for inst, everyone he mel
at Tndian Laks knows that he donated a Cartier original to be raffied
off for the beneflt of the WC. They know, because they most 1likely
bought a ticket from him. Everybody he met at Chicago knows, also =-.
and for the same reason, tho this time much more elaborate; this time
there was a framed cover from AMAZING (which he bought at the InLaCon)
an original donated by Ian Macauley and a Rogers original from Richard

Sergeron,

But that isn't all,

That 1s merely on the more obvious side., He also donated the slick pa~-
per on which this issue 1s printed, And he used his press to run of?
the zinco of Manly Banister that heads Manly's page,

--And back to Chicago for a minute, Wbre'you there? Were you one of
vhe thirty or forty who wore & 1i'l yellow ribbon with a green WAW on
it? Or 1if nothing else, you saw others wearing them,

You guesged it, Printed by Burwell,

To say nothing of the trip or three that he made to Lynn Haven to in-
quire about and help out on the WC, Youse is a good boy, Henry,

P06 shelby vick



Is thers anything that ean be said about Lee Hoffman that would be new?

You know, of course, that Lee Hoffman is a girl, You know that she ed-
its QUANDRY, familiarly abbreviated Q, 'Fandom's Leadlng Swampzine' and
i3 the ereator of 1i'l peepul,

Also, you probably know that Walt's first American column was THE HARP
THAT ONCE OR TWICE, in Q. |

What else 1s necessary?

Well, suppose we sum up her WC record., Back in Q#20)appeared the first
fullepage ad for the Willis Campaign to be in any fanzine other than
Confusion, And then came the offer of four Qs free to whoever would
send Lee a dollar for the WC. And then, a LIFETIME SUB to Q in return
for a ten dollar doughnation, $12,80 of La Hoffman's own personal moo=
la entered the campailgn, and she can claim legal} responsibility for at
least $38 more.

--Also, aside from the listed $12,80 there were chances Lee bought on
the raffle at the InLaCon, which go unlisted because it was impossible
for usg to get everybody that bought the tickets. Also, that was not
consldered a straight doughnation, but rather a somethingefor-something
deal, (EVERYbody got something. A raffle ticket for a souvenir, if
nothing elsee..)

What else, about Leeh? Well, apologles for the picture, for cne thing.
Nothing short of a photograph could really de¢ Lee justices..

Leaving nothing to say but that she'll be back at her old FANSTUFF PI-
LAU post, next ish. Tkis being the commemorative, and a short issue at
that, most columns were laft out. :

«ssShelby vick
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Now, this is the story of a rlal Gem. 'Gem' Carr.

Take a look at the list. There, in fourth place, we find her -- the
filrst ten dollar dornation. ‘And way back there, there was nothing that
covld so boest Lhe hesitant ege. This was in the days when the real
support for the Willis Campaign was ooming fiom the women. We were be-
ginntng to werry; wouldn't it make Madeleine jealous?

However, I guess Madeloine %knew what nize pipples such fen as GM Carr
were, at heart,

Bosides the $10 officially sredited to her, Gem was responsible for $14
more, in dougknations that came from others, thru her:

And remember Peter (the-slow-diptheria-death) Graham's post card that
came out towards the last?

it had been out only a short time before Gem ran a 'FIASH.' postal of
her own, giving a few facts vhat showed how silly the whole thing real-
1y wasg,

I den't know any of Gem's vital statistics. Aside, #%hat is, from She
fact vhat she's married to Mr. Carr, and that she's a darned nize gal.
Yinich, of course, I donft have to %+ell any of you that met her at the
Tasfic,

(Tho there IS one other thirg I should mention, if I velue my fannish
way of life. Seems as how Gertrude is offically connected with the NZF
~- the National Fantasy Fan Federation.) :

A3 & personal note of news, those of you who knew about her bout with
the elevator doors should be glad to kriow that she's ckay . now. Maybe
you could get enough out oif' suing the hotel to finance your aext con,

Gem?

+seshelby vick
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I supppse it all startéd when I endsd the 1951 Loncon report in the
Quannish by Yerarking '1nﬁoeently thaﬁ "Sometime 1t might happen, als
though I don't see how, that I might attend an American corvention angd
see how 1t should be doné..." Next thing I knew, Shelby Vick had
started a whirlwind campaign te ge{ me over for the Nolacon, After it
had been whirling for a week or twe ShelVy remembered to write and
tell me about it, That was only =a few weeks before the Neolacon and I
figured it was only a pilece of ranuish foolishness., Evon i1f by some
wild chance anybody would contribute to such a scheme 1t seemed to meg
there would never be time to get the thing organized. Better to nip
it in the bud now and save everyone troubles So I airmailed ShelVy
that I couldn't got away. Of course I could have. In fact, knowing
ShelVy as I know him now, I sometimes think I might almost have got to
the Nolacon after all,

After that blew over I assumed the thing was finished. You know what
fan projects aree Or were. I knew about the previous Big Pond Fund
raising only $127 in three years, a large proportion of that contribue
ted by Ackerman himself under assumed names. (Including that of F.
Towner Lansyl) But it was nice to think that even a couple of people
had had the 1deas, I began to think hopefully that maybe 1f I fanned
hard and saved money I might make it about 1958. But that was only a
vague dream; Jjust as every young faned secretly visuallses himselfl
getting a letter ono day from Street & Smith saying that they've been
imprafsed by his editing and would he consider taking it up prolose-
ionsl Vewns

I was 8till underestimating Shelby Vick.

But even after I'd had some expoerience of hls amazing onor%y and dee
termination and ingenuity I still dldn't begln to take the arfalr ser-
iously until Manly Banister interveneds Manly Banister 1s a man I ree
gard with awe. IT a thing is possible Manly will do 1t. The trouble
was that I didn't think this thing was possible, and I'd been conceal-
Ing 4t from him for fear he'd bust himself ¢trying it. I don't know
what I expected him to do when he found out, but that mimeograph shoock
me. I couldn't have felt more grateful to Manly than I alrecady was,
out I was plenty worried. I tried to reassure myself by re-reading
that provisoe ShelVy had put in about the mimeo lottery being off une
Less the money was raised, but I had an uneasy idea that he and Forry
Ackerman and ShelVy wouldn't admit defeat, What I was scared of more
than anything was that those three guixotic fools would be left holde
ing the (empty) bag and feeling they had to fill it themsclves in ore
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der to keep a sort of promise to mes, As for myself I was in a fear-
some state of uncertainty. It all hinged on whether the campaign had
& chance or not, If it had I should get behind it and push es hard as
I could, If it hadn't, I should squash it before it went too far: 1
began to drop foreboding hints to ShelVy that I mightn't be able to
pet away from my work, paving the way.

It seems I was undercstimating not only Shelby Vick, but fandom, The
turning point was when ShelVy told mc of Bea Mahafley's offer cn bse-
half of the Convention Committec to put me up in Chicago, and that
fans were actually contributing to the fund, For the very first time
it seemed to me that ShelVy might bring it off, I gave up SLANT and
began writing as hard as I could for other fanmags. At one time I was
writing a monthly column, a bi-weekly column, regular features in four
other fanmags, occasional articles in another dozen or so, and letters
of comment on every fanmag that came into the house. In my sparc time
I was turning out a mimeoed mag to prevent / subbers from complaining
too hard, keeping up my correspondence and coping with hoaxcs by Vince
Clarke. I was so busy I nearly had to give up tennis, It got more
difficult towards the ond, not just because I was running out of ideas
but because I was beginning to feel as if I was performing in a shop
window. (WDA was a help therc, being written in the third person.)

But it's all over now, and I have a restful few weeks In the United
States to look forward to, The WAW WITH THE CREW fund has succceded,
(I still don't really believe it, but I'm finally convinced it's not
an unusually slaborate hoax by Vince Clarke.) I still don't know how
ShelVy did it, but I think I know most of the people I should thank,
Manly Banister and Lee Hoffman and Forry Ackerman for a start. And
Bea Mahaffey and the Con Committee, And Henry Burwell and Robert
Bloch and GMCarr and Ian Macauley, And the Willish editors, Gregg
Calkins and Dick Ryan and Dave English and Dave Ishw==-=not only for the
time, money and trouble they spent on thelr special issues but for be=-
ing understanding enough to avoid the "I'm-boosting-the-Willis-Drive-
can-I-Have-a-regular-column-from-you-for-my-mag" type of approach of
some other faneds, so thoroughly that I.missed one of their deadlines
and might casily have misscd the others, And all the other fans who
convributed money or time or publicity, most of whose names I don't
sven know yet. And ceven the ones that didn't, for not making a single
hostile noise 1loud cnough to be hcard over here. I thank thom all
very sincerely.

And above all, that maker of fan history, Shelby Vick.

And by that I don't mcan that me visiting the USA will be an histori=
cal event 1tself, unless as the anticlimax of the Century, but that I
happen to have been the accidental focus of the first concerted and
successful effort of science fiction fandom, It shows that fandom to-
day is more capable and greater in every way than it has ever been,
If 1t can do so much for one ordinary member of it, what couldn't it
do for something worth while?

...Walt willis

0
Bloch: "I suppose you find America very tiget
WAW: "Yes, and I here there's some more of it tehind

the stockyards."



CCOMAGON

Shelly

Well it happenedt Walt got here fairly well on schedule, thanx to -
along with those already mentioned =~ wonderful guys like Doc Montgoum-
ery, Ian Macauley, Steve Schulthels, our dentist friend 1in Ellzabeth-
ton, L. W, Carpenter; PHEvonomou; no need, of course to thank Nangee-
that mimmy-o0 is all the thanks she will ever needl More thanx to Paul
Cox, who gave the campaign it's first fanzine publicity (outside of cf
that 1s) to Janle Lamb, Bob Farnham, Eva Firestone and probably doz~
ens of others of whom I'll never know, who helped muchly by spreading
the word thru letters--and this might be a good placte to mentlon some-
thing about Janle; she, without a doubt, sent in the FIRST contribut-
ion, Why so doubtless? 'Cos she sont her buck in baek in '51 when
pledges were first asked for. Singe the Campaign was to continue in
'52, the dollar was retained! The first contribution to the !'52 cam-
palgn was Nan Gerding. Two ladles. In fact, the ladies were the only
ones to contribute for a long time. 'Twas late March before much cash
started coming in at all.

Ron Friedman gave the WC qulite a bit of free publicity. The bunch at
Indian Lake were helpful for $25.00 worth of cash in return for rafflo
tickets,

Richard Eney and Bob Briggs should be thanked for representing the WC
at the meetings of the Washington group.

I know that Manly Banister already has a page devoted to him --but he
wrote 1t himself, and naturally made no mention of his own activities
in connection with the campalgn. First and foremost, of course, there
was his exceedingly generous donatlon of the electric mimmy-o (AB Dick
it wasl) to be raffled off. And on top of all that, he was responsible
directly for the doughnation of $20 from different ones. Not to men-
tion all the laughs he generously strowed about with his "Saga of the
Belfast BEM",

Bloch has a page to himself, too =~ but I'd like to add one thing to
his record; would like to say that I think he'd have deserved a page
even 1f he hadn't gontributed a dime., Hls letters were beyond value
as morale boosterss Therc were times when I was ready to ditech the
whole thing 1in despair -- then I'd get a 1lettor from Bloch about the
last ish and before I'd stopped laughing, 1'd be halfway thru with an-
other cf. and doughnations would be coming in again.

Vernon McCain should recelve some sort of special thanx $oe, for the
money he put out-~he had to dig pretty deep to get his doughnation be-
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cause of the financial hele dug by his glorious fling at pro writing.

And there will always be those unknowns who helped with no thought of
preise-=even some who asked specifically that thsy NOT be given sredit

Fandom 1s a peculiar thing,

And there was the welcoming committee that met Walt at NY. Cal Beck,
Dave Kyle, Joe Gibson, Will Sykora end most of all leave us not forgst
Miss EESmith, who broke cut 1in the nicest rash of special delivery
letters at the end of things, HLGold helpsd guite a bit in making ar-
rangements for the welcoming.

Thanx too, to AMAZING STORIES -=- to my knowledge, the only prozine &<
give publicity to the campaign. I say to my kucwledge ‘cos I can't
get all the mags around here.)

Bea Mshaffey end all the members of the convention committee deserve a
large vote of thanks for taklng care of Walt's accomodations in Chi,

Unfortunately the cover and interior illustrations that were being
raffled off as a finale at Chi, were lost. Henry Burwell had been do-
ing quite a gcod job of getting rid of raffle tickets (he IS a sales-
man as many of the fen who met him at Chi. now can attest) when he re-
alized his framed and mounted Saunders cover and Ian Macauley's inter-
lor illustration were gones Tho it ¢ould hardly be sald the loss was
Hank's fault, he hes sald that he will supply a cover and interior from
his own collection to the winners, (Cover to the first winner, inter-
ior to the second.) Then there is the third prize~<a bundle donated
by Richard Bergercn; & Rogers interior from Astounding, an excellent

cover Rich did for EFNL and a ccuple of interiors from the same 1issue.
Ses Back Talk for the three winning numbers.

Algo there are the 20 mint books Forry put up~-the nsme of ths winner
has been sent to Forry. To keep &1l the things like that tggether,
the winner of ¢he books will be named tocy, in Back Talk.

Now, that was about the Crew -- next, about WAW.

That's the bad thing about a big convention; at Chicago, there were so
many hundreds of fen, most everybody got a shance to see Walt, but he
had very little time to get acquainted with more than a handful., That
in fact, was Walt's blggest disappointment,

Which tell more about Walt Willis than if I went on for anothér thous=
and words. (But I won't let that deter mel)

.«vor then again, maybe I will, There is so much more that could be
said; yet I couldn't really begin unless I covered his entire visit to
LH. I think perhups tho' that you'd like to know Walt had a good tims
and that he was sincercly appreciative of fandom's generous gesture.

The cempaign showed there's extra hearts as well as heads in fandom,

20, with only one subtitle, ends this Mldst, and twelve glorious is~
suese. Yeah, 'gloricus,' I think they were fun...wonder what the nes®
twelve will be like? Aweel; g'nite Gwen,
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There is a fapazine called THE RAMRBRLING FAP.

It is by Gregg Calkins.

In it,there is all manner of personal data about Gregg Calkins
From which I was going to garner details to put here,on his half of the
WAWish editors' page¢ Know what ®&@ppened? (Gregg can easily imagine;
he's been here and sgem Maelstrom II.)

I can't find it.

Regretfully, I'11 have to write the personal details on him myself. It
won't be very satisfactory, BUT -- here goes. Gregg Calkins was Yborn
some seventeen -- by now, I suppose, nearly eighteen =-- years ago. A4nd
8ix very evenly apaced -- and one week-late -- issues ago was bgon 00P-
SLA: his fanzine.

In between thosc evenly-spaccd issues he put out a Willish -- cover by
Lee Hoffman, THE HARP AND Q, a one page aceount by Leeh on THE HARP's
history, a rcprint of THE HARP IN ENGLAND and additional Hunks of Wil-
listuff.

It sccems that the Calkins Willish had thc largest distribution of any
fanzine cooperating in this venturc -- and it also scems, unfortunately
that Gregg only ran off 50 popics, and gave out of copies well beforc
giving out of requests. An occasional ons ﬁtill comes in.

0
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I have it on fairly reliable authority that I was born sixteen
years ago in Dunkirk, New York, a town of 20,000 souls, an in-
deteminate number of people and no science-fiction fans, Be-
cause of this last, you may remark to yourselves that this was
not & very smart move, but it must be remembered that I had no
choiee in the matter.

During those sixteen years I grew in stature and wisdom, as is custom-
ary. Then, at last, 11 was fully prepared to discover and appreciatt‘:‘
scienece-fictions, I will not $all pou that I found my first stfmag whilc
gollecting waste paper for the cub scouts. Some might consider i t a n'
attack on that orggngzatiaon.,

From prozines, I passed on to fanzines, practically 1leaving the fommcr
bchind to choke on my dust. Discovering that the fanzines wanted fic-
tion from guys like me, I began to write fiction. I madc quite a name
for mysclf. True, I alrcady bhad one, but this ncw name was quite dif-
ferent.

Of coursc, merely writing for fanzines was not enough. Oh, no. Onc ycar
ago I stood on the vergc of the brink, then I toppled into the Abyss
(if I may be so trite). I Dbegan to publish a fanzinc. Perhaps you
didn't know that? TFcw pcople¢ do.

11

+vadave english

bl



My 1interest in science fiction began about two years ago in the
August of 1950, when I bought a copy of Other Worlds and Planet. Fan-
dom came a little later at thc first fan vet con, and the mceting of
Gerry de la Ree. At the samc time, I began subscribing to fanzincs and

fell into the trap that befalls many a ncaphan -- I wanted to fanzinc
publish.

The first issuc of SOL was distributed in June of 1951,and has
rccently celebrated its hirthday and Willis issuc, by putting
out 85 pages of matcrial.

My personal intcrests arc, Literature (all foms) Scicnecc Fic-

tion (how gay, how unique, how diffcrent!) Classical Music,

Poetry, Chess, Humor, Walter Willis, femalcs, MoF&SF and most

fanzines. I havc no special favorite among fanzincs, and
among prozincs I prcfer MoP&SF and aSF. The best storics I've rcad arc
2 toss-up tetween Universe, Nightfall, and Brevc New World. My dis-
likes arc popular music, narrow minded peoplc, rabble rouscrs, limn
beans, soft lcad pencils and fanzinc cditors who hold my autobiography
down to 200 worde. (Only kidding Shclby.) ;

+s.davec ish

And then there's a fcllow namcd Dick Ryan.

This guy (that's him, over in the lcft-hand corner) edits --
pardon, 'used to €dit' -- a mad thing callcd MAD. Along with
the assistance of a ccrtain Dick Lippincott. There were only
a regretfully few issues of M A D, and all of them were,de-
lightfully so.

-
”cé
Y

His was, without a doubt, the most colorful of the Willishes put out.
The cover was by (surprisc!) Lee Hoffman. Inside, thcre was WALTER
WILLIS: A TRIBUTE, by Emmengarde Fiske; RR Lippincott's usual column,
AROUND THE MOON, a short ©bdbit of farewell cntitlcd THE LAST OF THE
GLEEPS, by R M Rutledge, THE FIRST ISSUE by Bob Silverberg, the WILLIS
DISCOVERS AMERICA continued from cf. #10; TASFIC FORCE, By James “hite
LITTLE SMALL TOWN FAN, by Tom Covington and LETTERS by all numbcr of
people. Also impressive and humorous was Dick's ..,the strcam of the
sub-onscious... editorial.

This -- in fact, ALL of the Willishes -- will most definitely become
collecctors' items

Tho #5 was the last MAD to be published (the press of college, and all

that...) it is not the last that will be seen of Dick Ryan, who is dis-
trituting himself thru other fanzines.

12
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Reec'd.

?/7/51
2/18/52

2/27/52
8/15/52

3/15/52
3/17/52

s

3/26/52

S2hree

4/9/52
4/9/52
4/11/52
Y3838
4/29/52
7/5/52
7/15/52
5/1/52

5/5/52
8/20/52

LIST

Lein g a “Final Qccaunfmf a'j Whe.
How Much, and When--

Name Amount
JANIE LAMB $1.00
NAN GERDING 5.09
ORVILLE MOSHER « 50
1.00

GERTRUDE M. CARR 10.00
RORY M, FAULKNER 1,00
ROBERT BLOCH 5.00
10,00

IAN T+ MACAULEY 5.00
POUL ANDERSON 1.00
1,00

~ STEPHEN F, SOHULTHESIS 5,00
CLEVELAND S~F SOCIETY 10,09
JOE GIBSON 2.00
Plus two installments of .25, in two weeksSe...e50
JOHN DUNN 5,00
5.00

FORRY ACKERMAN 10.00
5:00

4,00

RON FRIEDMAN 5.00
DICK RYAN 5.00

2.00
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5/5/52

il

5/5/52

0

5/11/52
6/3/52

7/11/52
5/18/52

roles

5/21/52
5/31/52
5/23/52
5/24/52

£/28/52
7/10/52

5/29/52
6/2/52
6/6/5¢2
6/8/52
6/8/52

L

6/16/52
6/25/52
6/29/5¢2
6/29/52
7/3/52

v/4/52

7/11/52

H. HANLLOFF
GILBERT COCHRUN

CHUCK HARRIS
MARK JOHNSTON

LEE HOFFMAN

PAUL COX
S, We BOWNE JR.

EVAN H. APPELMAN

Je Te OLIVER

RALPH BAILEY

JERRY BURGE

DR¢ D, Cs MONTGOMERY JR,

$/SGT. H. E. SHAPIRO
BEN KEIFER

LOS ANGELES SCIENCE FICTION SOCIETY
GREGG CALKINS

BOB SILVERBERG

RICHARD ENEY

BILL VENABLE

EDWARD WQOOD

DICK CLARKSON

BALTIMORE SCIENCE FICTION FORUM
P¢ H. ECONOMOU

VERNON McCAIN
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7/12/52 DAVID SCHAFER $1.00

7/16/52 HENRY W, BURWELL JR. 10,00
7/18/52 MARJORIE HOUSTON 5400
7/23/52 WASHINGTON SCIENCE WTCTION CLUB 10,00
7/26/52 BLIIOTT ROCKMORE 350
7/27/52 HARRY B, MOORE 1,00
8/e/52 K. MARTIN CARLSON 1.00
8/9/52 ADDIE HUDDLESTON 200
8/17/52 JEAN BRYANT BOGERT 15.00
8/17/52 DAVID ENGLISH 5,00
Toreres
8/18/52 BOB TUCKER 10,00
8/18/52 DR, L. W. CARPENTER 2400
3/21/52 ~ FELICE PEREW 2,00
3/26/52 NORBERT HIRSCHORN 50
8/27/52 JOE & JOHNIE GREEN 545Q
8/29/52 CARSON JACKS ) *..5%00
8/31/52 FRANKLIN DIETZ : 5400

Beside the donations shown above, $25.50 was added to the fund as =
result of the fans at the InLaCon buylng tickets for the raffling off
of Burwell's original. Thanks too, to the numerous fans whc support-
cd the raffle at the Tasfiec. Ditto, to Bill Hamling and the editorial
staff of 'IMAGINATION! for the fifty dollars contribution he gave Walt
when they were en route to Californic.,

Since cf. did not put out a special WAWish, all quarters sent to me to
that purpose were turned over to the four .edltors who did publish one,
along with the coins sent for some specific WAWish,

0

At the Masquerade, 1Unknown fan: "How did you get here,
Mr. Willis®?"
WAW: "By bus.®
Imknown fan: "*What, all the way from
Ireland? How'd you manage tnat??
WAW: ‘“"Good windscreen wipers.®
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Pleasant echoes from the Willis Campaign...

Being some of the high spots from the campaign to bring a certain Walt-
er Alexander Willis to the Tenth 'Annual Science Fiction Convention.
This is regrettably short and leaves out too many important letters
that came in -- but it would take a complete issue of cf, to even begin
reprinting them all. So, alphabetical to the last, we start with avery
important letter from Manly Banister, dated Februsry 25th, 1952.

MANLY BANISTER; 1905 Spruce Ave, Kansas City 1, Missouri

Dear Shelby:

I have been turning an idea over in my mind, which I should like to
discuss with you tefore any steps are taken. So far, in our requests
for donations, the donars have been offered nothing for their pains save
pious self-satisfaction, if they can see their way clear toward it. 1In
advertising, we try to play up a personal benefit for the buyer. I think
if we should put up something of general appeal to fandom as a sort of
prize, the idea would go over, so long as we don't make a raffle out of
it and so run afoul of the law.

I have a model 96 AB Dick Mimeograph machine which I am willing to
contribute to the cuase. This machine, with 300 slip-sheets, has been
used only to run five issues of Nekro. It is a large cabinet style
machine with a quarter-horse electric motor, three speeds from about 75
to 120 impressions per minute. Automatic inking drum, automatic slip-
sheeter, counter, automatic feed, and. instruction book. The machinc was
reconditioned at the time I bought it. I can't sell it for anywhere
near thc price I paid for it, and I refusc to let some dickering letter-
shop bilk me out of it at a ridiculous priece. I would rather sce it go
to somcbody in fandom. i :

You, of course, would do the drawing from the namcs of donors you havc
on hand whcn the dcal is donc. To makc it morc to the point, a definatc
dcadline date could be sct, so that the winncr would know thot shortly
aftcr that particular datc hc would recicve notification and a littlc
latcr, the prizc -- in ease thc winncr should be counting on it to make
~» dcadlinc with THE LITTLE SPACESHIP QUARTERLY.

Lct me hear your ideas on this soon, and we'll get it to floating. The
announcemcnt would work in bcautifully with the idea you have for float-
ing publieity in the various farmags .

' Cordially,

Manly B ster

Then therc was the time I wrote a certain Robert Bloch a flattering-
typc lctter, cajoling a picturec and write-up out of him, for thish. I
waitcd a decent intcrval of perhaps 48 hours, and then wrote another,
this time reminding him that time was latc and moncy was low ~- ~nd how
about another ten dollars? 1In reply to the first lettcr, I rceicved thc

16



following flowery cpistle:

ROBERT BLOCH; 740 N Plankinton Ave, Milwaukee 3, Wisconsin
Dear Shelby:

I have not been of great aid to the Willis Campaign and
therefore am not entitled to any egoboo. TUse the space for your picturec
and your sketch...Xst knows, you are the guy who should get egoboo and
plenty of it for what you'vc done and ‘are doing. I regard it as one of
the friendlicst gcsturecs that has cver comc to my attecntion and commend
you for it. Don't tecll anybody, but I am inclincd to think very highly
of you becausc of your unselfish and gcncrous devotion to this project.
Even if you did scll storics...hecll, wec all makc mistakes.

Ict mc know thc dopc on ditto's arrival and we'll see what
we can do to turn his stay into a nightmarc. For a starter, book him
into o doublc room with thc Bat...

: Piously,

Robert Bloch
Then the aforemcntioned Bloch recieved my sccond lcttcr and I reecieved:

Dear Shelbdy:

I takc back evcrything I said about you. You are just a
goddam lowdown Confecderatc bastard, and if you think you can get anothcr
ten bucks out of mc, I supposc you're right,

Anyhow, I cneclosc a check, and hopc it bounccs.

Just remembcr, this mcans I own roughly 2% of Walt Willis.

I dunno what hc wcighs but lct's figurc about 150 1lbs. minimum. This
works out to about 3 1bs of flecsh I got coming, and if you remember
your MERCHANT OF VENICE, I want no tricks about not spilling blood, et-.
I intend to carvc off 3 1bs. from thc Willis hide as a souvenir, come
hell or high watcr. And I don't want nonc of them there spareribs or
hocks, either; a good roast is thc lcnst I'll consider.

I shall say nothing of my private suspicions which are that
you have figurcd out your ovn decal con this business: viz, you pocket
the cash and Willis is told to swim Across.

Wishing you the smme,

74

Then & certain lady in Roseville, Illinois won thc mimmy-o...
NAN GERDING; Box 484, Rosceville T1V4innidnm
Deanr Shelby,

I've only now begun to calm down a little since receiving you airmail
postcard last Thursday. It just didn’t seem possible and I haven’t yet
thoroughly convinced myself that my name was actually drawn. I’ve nev-
er in my life had anything so absolutely wonderful happen to me. I re-
ceived your postcard Thursday morning and then Thursday afternoon, I
received a letter from Manly Banister, congratulating me and stating
that he would have the mimeograph crated and shipped by the first of
the week. Manly was very very thoughtful in that he told me when it
would be shipped, how much the freight would be, and also said he would
write later to tell me how to operate the automatic slip sheeter be-
cause that information wasn’t included in the AB Dick handbook.



You know it's a good thing I received your airmail card before I did his
letter--that way I had a little warning. If I had received his letter
telling me he was shipping the mimeo right out of the blue, I probably
wouldn't ever have recovered from the shock. As it is, I'm still walk-
ing in the clouds.

I don't even know who to thank' first--you, Walt Willis, Manly Banister,
all the others who sponsored the WAW Drive, or the powers that be or
what. Oh me, and I mustn't forget CONFUSION either. Well, suffice to
say that I'm thrilled to death and I thank each and every one of you--
as Sincerely and honestly as I know how to say it.' I Feally can't put
into words how I feel because, to me, a good mimedgraph means more than
any other one thing I can think of. T guess you're not supposcd to end
o scntence with a preposition or whatever "of" is called, but great Ghu,
I'm so excited I can't be bothered right now with the rules of good
rammer. Anyhow, thanks, thanks, thanks, from the bottom of my heart.
I think I have one.)

And to Walt Willis--may the Chicon be the high spot in a long and pros-
perous life.
Sincerecly,

And finally, we have what must be the first important letter recieved.
This one is dated July 31st, 1951. And comes from

WALT WILLIS; 170 Upper Newtownards R4, Belfast, N Ircland

Decar ShelVy,

HUH!!!111192222 Mc at the NOLACON9 My imagination boggles,
and I can tell you it takes a lot to make my imagination do that. 1In
fact I just can't gect on top of thc idca at all. I am incohercnt. But
calming down for a moment, I can See that in the first placc therc would
hardly be time to organise cven such a worthy projcct and in the second
place I would hardly win in thc Most Popular Forcign Fan Contcst. Not
this year anyway! (My moncy would be on Ken Slatcr at the moment . .. )

So I don't think it's very likely that I'1l be strolling along Basin
Street this Scptember, at which I am almost relicved. Almost. It has
been my secret fanlifc ambition to attcnd an Amcrican Convention, but
I can't help thinking the awful thought that once thc delegates get a
good look at me they'd be trampling over themsclvcs to get their money
back. However Forry told me hc was trembling like an aspirin at his
first Con where he had to make a speech and look wherc he is now. Maybe
in a year or so I would have the self-confidencec for it, though it would
be worse thinking that all thosc pcoplc had paid for you and were expec-
ting something for their money. But all this is besidc the point, which
is that in any casc I don't secc how I could manage it this year (compli-
cations connected with my job) cven if by some miraclc thc idca came off
In any caseg, many, many thanks, Shelby, for such a wonderful thot.
Believe me I'd givc ten ycars of my life to just be in New Orleans and
meet you and Lee. It was awfully nice of you to think of me and I
really do appreciatc it. T swear that somc time before I slide into do-
tage I will come over there and shake that suhburned hand of yours,
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Sincerely,

bietd



A\F TERWORDS

After? AFTER??? How about fifty-three years after? This must establish some kind of record
for fanzine updates! Number Twelve was originally done 11/1952. This is December of 2005. .

You can credit Robert Lichtman for this, by the way. He had a couple of issues of cf. and
scanned them, printed them, and sent ‘em to me. Credit. . .or blame . . . him!

I suppose, in a way, I should call this Issue 12A, or something like that. But I won’t. For one
thing, it includes all the material from #12 with just this one addition.

Let me explain: It was probably easier doing the original, Way Back When. Others did a lot of
the stencil work. But trying to keep the original intact — and legible! — was a murderous task. I
used all I knew about Adobe Photoshop — first off, Enhance Automatic . Then I increased
contrast and, sometimes, went to Variations and darkened it. And I found out that I LIED in the
write-up where I referred to slip-sheeting. Scanners being as scanners are, they picked up the
places where the ink from the precious sheet came off. . .but, no; couldn’t have been that!
Looked more like the scanner had picked up bleed-thru from the other side of the sheet!
ANYway, SOMEthing came thru, and I spent lots of time wiping the bleed off. (I’m not saying I
got it all, but I wiped out a lot, anyway.) But that wasn’t where the real problem was; as is so
often the case with mimeographed zines, many of the letters were awfully faint; some almost
missing! I spent anywhere from a few minutes to MANY minutes doing corrections; taking the
Photoshop pencil and filling in blanks; even actually copying a good letter elsewhere and then
pasting it over a bad one. Once or twice, copied an entire word and pasted it over the original.

Takes time!

One page was so bad that I re-typed the entire page! Nan Gerding’s letter was weak, so I re-
typed just that part of the page, wiped the letter off the scanned page, printed the page without
her letter, then printed the letter over it and re-scanned.

Time!

So why did I spend all this time? Well, Issue 12 was a landmark — it was put out to honor the
completion of the Willis Fund, just a couple of months after Walt made it to America and
Chicon! (In my limitless enthusiasm I had planned to get Walt over for the Nolacon, but. . .well,
I started it May of ‘51 with no solid plans whatsoever, just thinking that all I had to do was get
fandom notified, and the money would come flooding in — with no organization whatsoever!

Yeah. ...
But, thanx to lots of luck, imagination and endless effort, fandom DID come thru, and it was

proven that fan funds could work. Since then, with organization, TAFF was born, and DUFF
and all the others that have brought overseas fans here or sent US fans overseas.



I’'m glad to have been a part of it.

But what am I doing now? Well, I started Planetary Stories at http://www.planetarystories.com
and, later, confuSon (son of confusion) which you can see on efanzines. And, with the help of
Ned Brooks who supplied the scans, I’ve delivered Odd #9 to fanac and efanzines and have Odd
#14 almost ready to go to them. Also, I found among my things Scientifantasy #4 — 1949 — and
scanned it and sent it to both fanzine sites. Then Ned Brooks scanned his Scientifantasy #3 and
sent it too me. And now I’m doing this.

The original Something Up Our Sleeve had a righthand sleeve pasted on it -- for those not In
The Know, or old enuf to have seen it.. . . .

In case you haven’t seen confuSon, I’m going to include another thing I did with the help of
Adobe Photoshop — a pic of my office with a puffin sitting in my chair. (Actually, you might
also have seen it as part of my column for Arnie Katz’ Vegas Fandom Weekly. I keep wanting
to call it Vegas FAMILY Weekly, I guess because Arnie has melded the Vegas fans into one big
family.)

a

So — I’ve been busy.

I’'m retired from my last job (my second retirement!) thanx to an auto accident. (My hospital
stay extended beyond my sick leave, so I had no choice! Otherwise, I’d probably still be
working there.) I’ve fully recovered, and probably spend more time on my computer (120 gigs,
over 1000 megs of RAM, Windows XP Pro, cable connection — the works!) Have produced
Planetary Stories 3, and 4 is nearly ready. Have produced confuSon 2, and 3 is nearly ready Let
me

Being a Willis issue, let me close with this pic of Walt in my dad’s truck — which, becos of its
reluctance to start, Walt dubbed ‘Truckulent.’




omel )n"mg Up .Our

This time I'm using my head...
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